23* Bibliographical Notices. 

general remarks on the symptomatology or the Btomach, and these, as well as the 
chapters on the various forms of dyspepsia which follow, our readers will, we 
f” fi , D . d of , v .°! ae - Dr - Fox has certainly done much towards remoTinr 
the difficulties which surround the diagnosis of the causes of dyspepsia, and 
has succeeded in defining clearly the conditions of the stomach in which the 
indigestion of food arises. His treatment is, moreover, jodicions, and the 
practitioner who has exhausted the usual remedies, may refer to this book with 
the certainty of obtaining a useful hint. The chapters on ulcer and cancer of 
the stomach, although not equal to those we have just been considering, are 
carefully written and contain very full reference to the observations of othen 
on these subjects down to the present day. And the student of these and 
other diseases of the stomach will find his labours very much lightened by con- 
suiting the footnotes which are freely scattered throughout the volume. 

The book is remarkably free from typographical errors, but there is one 
which the author has allowed to escape his notice. On page 10 he speaks of 
tympanitis instead of tympanites. 

The changes in the gastric tubes in cases of acute and chronic catarrh art 
well shown in two plates which accompany the volume. 

J. H. H. 


^ edical Electricity. By Herbert Tibbits, 
M.L) L.R.C.r. Lond., Medical Superintendent or the National Hospital for 
the Paralyzed and Epileptic, Medical Officer for Electrical Treatment to the 
Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street. With sixty-four illustra¬ 
tions. Small 8vo. pp. 164. Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston, 1873. 


Very often there are a few central paragraphs in a book which give prompt 
insight as to the aims with which it is written and about which the bulk of the 
work is clustered. The following are illustrations in the volume under consid¬ 
eration :— 


“The almost complete absence in the medical schools of the great hospitals, 
cr?L P0 .l Unl ^“ “ Jc ,' |aate “ tad y ° r electro-therapeutics, the imporunoe 
of the subject, and the widespread attention that it is awakening throughout 
the profession, have determined me to sketch, as briefly as is consistent with 
clearness, the present position of the science and practice of medical electri- 
city, and especially of its practice." 

Also 


, The'c is too much belief and too much unbelief in tho therapeutic power of 
clcctncity. The men who estimate it fairly arc quite tho minority, ft isgen- 
erally either much undervalued, or else believed to be a sort of modem clmr 
vitar, capable or cunng a hopeless hemiplegia from destraction or brain tissue, or 
from Eenl >? degeneration. Although it will do neither of 
these impossibilities yet, considered as a remedy, it is of great value in a wide 
margin of diseases. 


The aim of the author, in affording a handbook for general practitioners, has 
been satisfactorily attained, and his views concerning the general estimate 
placed on electricity as a remedial agent are, we think, very just. In addition 
to particular directions for the use of electricity in certain diseases, the work 
contains an interesting description of Dr. Kadcliffe's special method or electri- 
zation, the merits of which method may be regarded as still under trial 
To onr own medical men tho work would be more serviceable if it contained 
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a description of the best electrical instruments of domestic manufacture, bnt 
without this, it is yet worthy of a place in the library of every American phy¬ 
sician. F. A. B. 


Aht. XXXV.— Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge, 241. A Contribu¬ 
tion to the History of the Fresh-water Algce of North America. By Horatio 
C. Wood, Jr., M.D., Professor of Botany and Clinical Lecturer on Diseases 
of the Nervous System in the University of Pennsylvania. 4to. pp. riiL, 
262, 21 coloured plates. Washington, 1873. 

The young physician who has a microscope and a wish to use it (leisure may 
be taken for granted), will find that this book will enable him to commence the 
study of the alga with good prospect of success; and if he will consider the 
information to be derived from Dr. Wood’s work as merely the alphabet of the 
matter; that is as giving the characteristic modes of growth and reproduction 
of the several genera, and enabling the student to identify the forms which he 
will commonly meet; and will then carefully work out some of the numerous 
problems presented in the development of a few species, “ looking beyond his 
microscope," he will find that bis time has been well spent. 

In the alga may be studied cell growth and multiplication in their simplest 
forms; and the phenomena of life may be watched without the need of compli¬ 
cated apparatus and tedious dissections. There is no more certain method of 
increasing the height of the pyramid of medical science than by extending its 
b&se; and no field promises more to the physiologist and the physician than 
that of cryptogamic botany. Thus far it has for the most part happened thot 
those who have called attention to the possible connection between these lower 
organisms and the science of medicine, have not allowed the want of material 
to prevent their bnilding, and the result has been the reverse of stability. 

Before deciding that certain small green cells arc the causes of disease, it 
may be well to learn something abont them; whether they may be young moss 
cells or gonidia of a collema; botrydium, chroococcns, or a palmella, all of 
which have within our own knowledge been taken for the ague plant, and any 
of which will in certain stages correspond sufficiently to the original descrip¬ 
tion of that famouB organism. 

Dr. Wood’s work furnishes to American microscopists the necessary founda¬ 
tion for further investigations, and it is greatly to be regretted that no similar 
work exists for the minute fungi. 

The plates are well drawn and coloured, and are of more value than many 
pages of description, as means of identification of forms. The magnifying 
power irf given for each figure ; but it would have been more convenient had 
the three or four scales used been placed on each plate. The work is commend¬ 
ed to all practical microscopists as a valuable book of reference. J. 8. B. 


Aet. XXXVL— Lessons in Elementary Anatomy. By St. George Mivart, 
F.R.S. Lecturer on Comp. Anat at St. Mary’s Hospital, etc. 12mo. pp. 
xxvl, 535. London: MacMillan & Co., 1873. 

The design of this book is to present anatomy in a shape which will enable 
the medical 6tudent and the general reader to gain an insight into the structure 


